[image: image1.wmf]Bernie is our Saint Bernard puppy puppet that will come to see us each day. Bernie comes to visit the first 26 days of school to bring us a new letter each day! Bernie lives on a farm, and he still does not know his letters, sounds or how to write letters. It is our job to teach him before he has to go back to the farm in 26 days. Bernie likes to lick the person in the classroom that starts with the new letter each day! That person gets to have his/her picture made with Bernie and Find out what he brought that starts with each letter. Bernie is a little wild because he is a puppy, and we have a lot of work to do to make sure he knows all his letters and sounds before he leaves us. Please help us at home with our letters and sounds so we can do a good job teaching those to Bernie. If your child brings home a letter card, it is because he/she was unable to give us this letter/sound. If your child brings home a letter card please be sure to practice the letter, sound and words that start with this letter. If your child struggles with the letter and/or sound please keep the cards to practice each day. As your child masters these letters and sounds, keep the cards to build words with your child. 
· See back of this page for kinesthetic ways we teach each letter and sound. If you child is struggling with letters and sounds, these motions will help your child remember each letter and sound. Our brains learn in many different ways, so this is a fun way to reinforce learning letters and sounds with your child.  You will receive a new letter each day. Please keep these cards and practice with your child. Practice letter, sound and a word to go with each letter.
· For more fun games and songs you tube is filled with fun letter songs: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtbL3byFa18, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36IBDpTRVNE, 
· Weebly http://tinawhiting.weebly.com/ 
· Have fun learning all the letters and sounds with your child. (Please note at this time we only use the short vowels sound for our vowels) 

Thanks for all your support, Tina Whiting

whitingt@mapsk12.org
Turn Over>>>>>>>>>
These are the motions for all the letter sounds. Some children need cues to remember the sound for each letter. These help our brain recall the sound quickly. This is a nice kinesthetic way to reinforce sounds. If your child is struggling to recall the letter sound, please remind him/her to use the motion to help recall the sound. Please remember only short vowel sounds for now. Thanks for all your help and support. For example: You would say “Aa” says (say short vowel sound) like apple using the hand motions. 

A is like you have an apple in your hand and biting it

B is like you have a baseball bat and you are swinging it

C is both hands in cat claws

D is both hands as dog paws

E is pulling on ear saying elephant ear

F is moving your hand like a fish

G is pulling a beard from your chin for Gus the goat

H is hand in front of mouth for H sound on your hand

I is thumb under the chin for itch

J is using our legs to jump

K is using a leg to kick

L is using one hand to hold a pretend lollipop to lick it

M is point to mouth

N is point finger and say NO!

O is circle around the mouth for sound and octopus

P is put pointer finger in front of mouth to feel sound and say puff of air

Q make a crown for queen on top of your head

R is all fingers creating rain

S is the hand and arm making a snake

T is two finders in front of the mouth to feel the sound and say the number 2

U is fist in the tummy and thumbs “up” for the sound

V put hands in praying position and go up like a volcano

W is both hands up like holding a watermelon to mouth and making the sound

X cross both pointer fingers to create an x and sound with x-ray

Y is a yo yo on your pointer finger going up and down

Z is like you are zipping up your zipper.

Have fun learning with your child! 

